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For the right to free abortion in all the world!

That we are owners of our bodies and our lives is something so obvious that it would seem irrelevant to speak
about it, even more to demand it as a right. However, more than half of the population can hardly feel free for
reasons that we will now detail.
Even  before  being  born,  we  are  assigned affective,  psychological  and social  attributes  depending  on the
external appearance of our genitalia. We are classified as either women or men, which places us in one of two
mutually exclusive and hierarchized paths.
These dichotomous labels  do not  reflect  the diversity  of  bodies,  sexual  attributes,  sexualities and lives all
people have. Heterosexual thinking imprisonS us, imposing on us just one valid way of being in the world,
hierarchizing our different bodies, sexualities and lives.
Through advertising and mass media we learn that there is a hierarchy of corporal models. If you a high, thin
woman you are deemed to be more attractive and have more social value. Moreover, this dictatorship of the
bodies imposes an image of women as being most attracted to heterosexual males for their sexual satisfaction.
This stereotype is justified on the basis of a pretended naturalistic hypothesis: given that some people have
been labelled as women with a capacity to reproduce the human species, social and commercial life needs to
be organised around this reproduction of the species. However, we know that this is wrong. First, because not
all women have that reproductive capacity, nor do they have it all throughout their lives. Second, because not
all of them have the will to reproduce themselves. In fact, this will is not natural; it responds to a given economic
model, that which places the emphasis on the accumulation of capital, which needs for a lot of people to work
in its service in order to become wealthier. It is tempting to pursue an explanation of the relationship between
patriarchy and capitalism, but given that this is not the aim of this document we will just mention it here.
Now, following that hypothesis we find another limit to the right to decide over our bodies. For as long as we
know women have interrupted their pregnancy. However, this right to choose, as many other women´s rights,
has been limited by laws and the law-makers. Nowadays, there is not a country in the world in which women
have the right to interrupt their pregnancy freely, not in safe conditions and at no cost as part of the public
services. This is something we demand.
The following figure is a map that represents the situation with regards to the right of abortion in the different
countries in the world.

The case of Spain can serve as an example. Here women are not allowed to abort in a free, safe, costless way,
not even in the public health services. We still  have a law that imposes a time limit.  The state, under the
supervision of the Catholic Church, treats women as minors, impeding our right to choose whether we want to
continue our pregnancy or not. Moreover, it does not recognized the autonomy of women of more than 16 years
old, contrary to what is enshrined in the law that regulates the autonomy of the patient (Ley de autonomía del
paciente 42/2002). It thus forces minors to ask for the authorization of their fathers and mothers in order to be
able to abort.
Today in Spain the right of all women to voluntarily interrupt their pregnancy has not been granted. You can only
abort freely and for no charge if you are of legal age and until 14 weeks into the pregnancy, and later only under
certain circumstances.
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That is the reason why every 28th September we mobilise globally to demand the decriminalisation of abortion.
The European Platform, which in 2017 has united hundreds of collectives from 25 countries, demands:

 That access to abortion is enshrined as a right.
 That abortion is considered as a personal choice; my body is mine and it is me who decides about my

life.
 That  family  planning centres and abortion clinics are assigned sufficient  resources for  them to  be

accessible to women in all territories.
 For campaigns aimed at the whole population to be launched.
 That sexual education is accessible for everyone so that our decisions can be free and informed.
 That the techniques and procedures of abortion are included as part of the initial training of health staff.
 That the right of health staff to conscious objection is suppressed.
 That the legal deadlines for abortion are harmonized in line with the most progressive legal systems;

that states decriminalize abortion completely.

On the other hand, we want to take this opportunity to recall that education in Sexual and Reproductive Rights
is insufficient for all people from childhood. It does not only hide away from us the scarce resources that we
have, but also keeps our sexualities in a blaming silence.

We also want to condemn the reification of women´s bodies that is made in mass media, advertising, and sexist
language, which appropriate this image as a sexual call for heterosexual men and reproduction.

                       Our bodies, our lives, belong to us!

                        My body will not be judged, my decision will not be repressed!
We want us free!
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